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Abstract 
Libraries as an agency of social institution help to transmit knowledge, 
which is adequately done through the use of the IT. This is why this paper 
tries to refocus on the use of IT in Nigerian Library Schools. It examines the 
historical development of the Nigerian Library Schools, refocused the IT 
education in the schools, the need for an orientation on the use of IT in 
school libraries, the problem of IT education and finally suggested possible 
solutions. 

Introduction 
Libraries are social institutions that are primarily established for the purpose of preserving 

records of human knowledge and civilization. History has shown that libraries were the major 
custodians of culture of past and present civilization. Library institutions are responsible for 
identification, selection, acquisition, organisation, preservation and dissemination of knowledge and 
information to society according to individual and cooperative needs. Without libraries, human ideas 
would not have been successfully transmitted across the generations. According to Nnaji (1986), 
librarianship is like the art of writing, originated in the tropical and subtropical lands of Africa and 
Asia, first in (he valley of river Indus approximately 7,000 years ago. 

Presently library institutions and the profession of librarianship are playing a significant role in 
the economics, political and social development of modern societies. No society can develop without 
realizing the values of libraries as agent of development. Ejimkonye, et-at (1991:14), noted that, 
libraries today are not just store, or warehouse of knowledge or information materials, but are also 
agents of educational, social, political and economic development The collections of libraries today 
includes not only printed materials but also Information Technologies (IT) such as computers, telephone, 
cassette, slides, microfilm, microfide, Internet etc. Hence libraries were regarded as agent of 
development Ejimkonye et-al (1991:14). Therefore, library managers has to be trained and retained for 
them to acquire knowledge, skills and techniques on how to operate these Information 
Technologies for a successful information delivery to their customers that will enhance and sustain 
national development. 

Definition of Terms 
Cambridge International Dictionary of English defines focus as focus (up) on something or 

someone as to direct your attention to it. Therefore, refocusing is .to re-pay attention directly on 
something. In this case to re-pay attention directly on Information Technology Education in Nigerian 
Library Schools for relevance and sustainable national development. 

In other words refocusing could be defined as a process of renovation and renewal of 
something. In the ordinary sense to renovate simply means "to bring back to normal condition". It 
also means to rebuild, revamp, or restore to normal condition". Dibu Ojerinde (1997), stated that, as an 
educational concept renovation is the evaluation and review of the educational system. With a view to 
enhancing the attainment of the set national educational objectives. He also defined, renew as to revive, 
revitalize or rekindle means to give new strength or energy to something. 

Therefore, refocusing of Information Technology in Nigerian Library Schools is a way of 
renovating and renewing of the system for the good attainment of the end result, which will bring the 
relevance and sustainable national development. 

Longman's Dictionary of Contemporary English, defines Information Technology as the 
study or use of electronic processes for storing information and making it available (pi32) Rowley 
(1998), in Ekwueme, Jane (1999), stated that, Information Technology means. 

"The acquisition, processing, storage and dissemination of vocal, pictorial, textual and 
numerical information by a combination of computing and telecommunications based on micro 
electronics". 

 

 



It is also, the collection, storage, processing, dissemination and use of information. It is not 
confirmed to hardware and software, but acknowledges, the importance of man and the goals he sets 
for this technology, the values employed, in making these choices, the assessments criteria used to 
decide whether he is controlling and being enriched to it. 

Education is a universal' practice, which every society engages in, at all stages ot 
development. It performs major role of providing one with skills, knowledge and attitudes, which 
helps to transform the society. 

According to Longmans Dictionary of Contemporary -English education is the process by 
which your mind develops through learning at school, college or university "or" the knowledge and 
skills you gain from being taught. 

While Fafunwa (1979), defines education as any programme of learning that is conducted 
formally or informally with the objective of making the "receiver" of such a programme useful to 
their environment. 

Homey (1963), in Ekwueme, Jane (1999), sees education as the development of character and 
mental powers resulting from systematic training, ti is the ability by which man can knew things from 
the simplest objective of sense to the ultimate realities. 

Brief History Of Library Schools In Nigeria 
The history development of library schools in Nigeria could be traced through the UNESCO 

seminar on the development of public libraries in Africa held at Ibadan in 1953. The system of library 
education in Nigeria evolved out of the ideas, of and dialogue among leading librarians and 
library-educators in West African Sub-region who converged there. This exchange of ideas on 
library education has manifested itself in the forms of conferences, seminars, published articles etc. 
Thus, the seminar was very much pre-occupied among other things, the establishment of library 
schools on the continent. Nzotta (1984). 

Oladen, (1980:30), has the view that the seminar had also recommended that: 
A limited number of library schools of high caliber be established in Africa 
to provide full-scale professional (raining at the leadership level, as soon as 
practical circumstances permit for the foreseeable future, it would probably 
suffice if one of such school could be established to serve each of the major 
regional language areas, and Arabic for Egypt and the Sudan. 

Ogcbcdc ct-al (2001:181),  also reporting on (he UNESCO seminar stated thai: 
In Africa, the United Nations Educational Scientist and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) organized seminars of 1953 on the development of 
public libraries, which of course was regarded as Annus MilabiHs, mad vial 
recommendations. Two of these became the foundation stone for the 
emergence of a formalized institute for library education. 

Obi (1974), noted that, participants at that strategic seminar included the first Nigerian 
Professionals Kalu Okorie and Gbofe Nwikina, as well as the stalwart New Zealander, John Harris, 
first Librarian of Nigeria's first University; University College Ibadan. 

According to Ojo-Igbinobi (1995:175), the activities of the West African Library Association 
(WALA) in respect of library education led to the establishment of the Ibadan institute of 
librarianship, new department of library studies University of Ibadan, Nigeria. WALA had applied to 
Carnegie Corporation New York in 1956, for the assistance to set up a permanent headquarters for the 
association. Subsequently, the company sent Harold Lancour, to study the library situation in West 
Africa and advice on how best it might contribute to library development in the continent. 

Ojo-Igbinobal (1995:176), also reported that, the school started with six students and grant of 
$88,000 from the Carnegie Corporation, which according to him market the watershed in the history 
of library education in Nigeria by 1962, there were 12 students at first, library school admitted both 
graduates and non-graduates and prepared them for the British library Association Registration 
Examinations. Ochogwu (1983:75), reported that, subsequently, the school commenced a two -year 
Diploma program to train professionals, the Degree programme M.L.S and Ph.D Programmes all in 
librarianship. 
 

The establishment of the second school of librarianship in Nigeria was preceded by famous F.A 
Sharr's report on the library needs of Northern Nigeria of 1963. The report highly emphasized the needs 
of library schools in the Northern Region. At that time the only library training opportunities available 



were in-service programme at Ahmadu Bello University, Kashim Ibrahim Library at Zaria and regional 
library in Kaduna. Stanley (1992). 
Fasanya (1986:186), further lamented that, the school named the Department of Library Studies, 
Ahamdu Bello University Zaria was established in the 1968 / 1969 academic session. The decision to 
establish the school arose from consideration of Sharr's report which stated interalia: A school of 
librarianship should be established at Ahmadu Bello University to provide professional education up to 
international qualification standard on a sandwich course basis for Northern students and for those of other 
regions, if they so desire. We accordingly recommend that Ahmadu Bello University be invited consider 
setting up which a school (and) that the course at Ahmadu Bello University should comprise both general 
education up to university entrance standard and professional studies. The starting level could realistically be 
about West African School certificate. 

Ajabero (1994) noted that the third Library School was established at Bayero University Kano in 
1977, which started with a Diploma Programme. Both Undergraduate and Masters Degree 
Programmes were introduced in 1980 and 1990 respectively and plans to introduce the Doctorate 
Programme in 1994/1995 sessions had been imitated. Maigari (1984), maintained that this 
development of library school in Nigeria was formed by Maiduguri Library School in 1978. And the Imo 
state University of Technology Library School in 1981. 

It is interesting to note that apart from 6 university based training library schools in Nigeria i.e. 
Zaria, Kano, Aba, Ibadan, Maiduguri and Nsuka. They also exist in other polytechnics and colleges. 

Information Technologies Education in Nigerian Library Schools 
Information Technologies are generally regarded as necessary tools for modern training in 

Library Schools. Madu and Dirisu (2002:27), considered Information Technology (IT) to mean all 
forms of Technology applied to processing, transmitting in electronic form. The physical equipments 
used for this purpose includes computers, communication equipments and networks, fax machines, etc. 

Authorities and leaders in the field of librarianship in Nigeria believed library information 
technologies in Nigerian library schools are quite a recent phenomenon. Muhammed (2000:43), has 
stated that the history of Information Technologies in Nigerian library and information science 
schools cannot be divorced from the state of the art of computer education in the country. About a decade 
ago, Ochogwu (1992:75), conducted a research, which shows that Ibadan Library School has a 
microcomputer with some terminals, while Ahamdu Bello University Library School had none except an 
Instructional Technology Center. The Bayero University Library School had no computer, or IT 
Laboratory. The same situation existed in Maiduguri, Imo and Nsukka library schools. 

However, there was positive development of IT in Nigerian library schools as result of the 1988 
conference of Nigerian Association of Library and Information Science Educators (NALISE) held at 
University of Ibadan Library School. The conference had recommended among others, the provision of 
microcomputer and CD-ROM in every library school in Nigeria, Six years after, the result was not 
impressive. According to Nweke (1992:75), the study of Information Technology use for education and 
information in the Maiduguri Library School, had provided ample justification for Information 
Technologies in Nigerian Library Schools. 

Specifically, Bayero University Library School set the pace in the area of Information 
Technologies with the establishment of its Information Technology Center. Ajibero (2002) 
maintained that when the center was set up it had 8 computers, and two printers; by the year 2002 the 
center has a total of 11 computers and 3 printers presently (2007). The center is being used as a 
laboratory for library automation, information science, media technologies and networking courses by 
Postgraduate students. Also students of Advanced Diploma in Information Management use the center for 
their courses on introduction to microcomputer application to data processing and retrieval; system  

 

analysis and information resources and use. Before the establishment of the center, students were 
taken to the university computer center for computer appreciation, Ajbero (2002). It is also reported 
that despite to the problems that associate with Information Technologies in our library schools, most 
of the Nigerian Library School are making humble attempt in training future librarians with the skills 
of Information Technologies. 

Importance Of Information Technology Education To Librarians  
Librarians are information managers and information disseminators as well in whatever form 



the information may be. Information is no longer certain in printed items only but also in Information 
Technologies. Therefore it is very important for the Librarians to acquire education and skills of 
Information Technologies for them to serve their customers effectively. 

Libraries were regarded as social institutions that preserve and transmitted the culture of the 
past to the present and next generations. On the oilier hand, culture is defined as, a total way of life. 
World book Encyclopedia (Vol.4, 2004). Therefore, librarians must be trained on how to use 
Information Technologies in order to be able to transmit the total way of life from one generation to 
the next, which will bring a positive National Development 

It is believed that the level of development of a nation~1s very dependent on the status of her 
science and technology, the various organs of life hood-health, agriculture, economic, political etc are 
controlled by the extent of information we get, through the IT and this information are properly 
disseminated through libraries. Thus, it is very important for libraries to acquire IT education 
theoretically and practically for a successful information delivery to his users. 

There is an ever-increasing pressure on library use, because of the information needs of the 
users. This has resulted to expansion of demand, in both volume and variety of all library services and 
increase in number of library users from all walks of life. The library anticipates satisfying there 
wants of knowledge and this could be only possible if the librarians are well trained with skill of IT 
education from our various library schools. And serving the needs of the users through IT, will of 
course poster the National Development. 

It is worth to note that the library is not only an Information Center but also a center "per 
excellence" upon which all academic activities are resolved. The national policy on education (FRN, 
3998) and (NCCE 1994), have identified the library as one of the most important aspect 
of-educational services, established to help in skills development, through supporting the teaching 
library" and research activities. This could be achieved successfully and within a short period if the 
librarian is technologically skilful. The institution will of no doubt produce good citizens who will 
help in-national development. 

Problems Of Information Technology In Nigerian Library Schools 
The main objectives of Nigerian Library Schools is to train librarians theoretically and 

practically, especially in the field of Information Technologies that will enable them to change their 
responsibilities accordingly and effectively. However, it is observed that the schools are facing some 
problems with regards to teaching and learning of information. Madu and Adeniran (2000:1) 
classified some of the problems under the following headings: 
1. Economical: The economy of Nigeria is not buoyant enough to provide our library schools 
with their needed Information Technologies that supplement the teaching and learning processes. The 
problem of foreign exchange also affects the procurement of the equipments required for the teaching 
.and learning in those sectors. 
2. Man Power: Nigerian Library Schools are lacking the experts in the field of Information 
Technologies; those arc highly qualified to handle the operation of the equipments and proper  
utilization for the effective training. 
3. Political: Another problem that is associated with the training of librarians in Information 
Technologies in Nigerian Library Schools is the political instability. There is a frequent change of 
government  in   the  country  both   in   Military  and  Civilian   administration.   Frequent 
change  of 
government brings about changes of government programmes and policies. These policies affect not 
only administration but also educational system of the country etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Suggestions 
• There is need for the government to provide enough Information Technologies in our 

Library Schools. 
• The Nigerian Library and Information Technology Education should to convince the 

Nigerian leaders Military/Civilian not change the good policies of our educational 
system. 

• There is need for continuous training and retraining of information scientist who will 
handle   i.e.   these teaching  in   our  schools  through  seminars,   conferences,   
and 
workshops. 

Conclusion 
Conclusively, it is clearly understood that Information Technology education in Nigerian 

Library Schools is a relevant education that will sustain the development of the nation. It is obvious that 
librarians with IT skills will play a vital role in disseminating information will definitely serve as the 
needs of individuals and cooperative body and that will in turn enhance, sustain and foster our national 
development. 
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